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Corvette C5R (chassis C5R-001). Corvette Racing also 

decided to make the major announcement that they 

would be entering a two car assault on the Le Mans 

24 Hours race scheduled for mid June 2000. Part of 

this announcement also confirmed that Andy Pilgrim 

and Justin Bell would join the factory supported team 

for the Le Mans weekend. Andy Pilgrim had already 

competed in two races for the team and Justin Bell had 

vast prior experience at Le Mans both with the Oreca 

Viper and the McLaren F1 cars of the mid 90s.

Friday’s qualifying session saw the two Vipers 

of Olivier Beretta and Mark Donohue ahead of Karl 

Wendlinger and Tommy Archer with the Ron Fellows/

Chris Kneifel Corvette C5R about half a second back 

from the GTS Class pole position in third place. The 

race started at midday and for the first twenty minutes 

the racing was close between the top three in the GTS 

Class until McNish/Kelleners Porsche 911 GT1 slid 

into the Corvette in Turn 9 pushing the Corvette off 

track. The Corvette continued but was delayed by the 

incident and until Fellows brought the car into the pit 

lane just past the hour mark to hand over to Chris 

Kneifel the race was largely uneventful. Chris Kneifel 

continued in the car until just after the two hour mark 

when he brought the car back in for a regulation pit 

stop and hand the #3 back to Ron Fellows. Only 

twenty minutes into his final stint and Ron Fellows 

had to pit again to replace a punctured right front tyre 

putting the Corvette two laps down on the pair of 

Vipers, which is how the race ended.

The first season proved that the Corvette C5R 

was reliable and fast, both encouraging signs to take 

into 2000, they just needed to find a way to beat the 

Oreca Vipers.

Francisco-Oakland area, and west of Sacramento near 

Sonoma in California. The 2.52 mile road course was 

used for the 25th July 1999 race and the duration of 

the race two hours and forty five minutes. Corvette 

Racing only entered the one car #3 C5R (chassis 

C5R-001) for the race with Ron Fellows and Chris 

Kneifel driving. Ron Fellows qualified the car in second 

place in the GTS class behind the #91 Dodge Viper 

GTSR, but ahead of the #92 Viper of Karl Wendlinger 

and Tommy Archer. The race saw the #3 C5R finish 

one lap down in second place in the GTS class behind 

the #91 of Olivier Beretta and David Donohue.

Corvette Racing did not enter either car for the 

fifth round of the ALMS held at Portland in Oregon 

which took place at the beginning of August. The sixth 

round of the series was the second Petit Le Mans the 

first in 1998 had been the inspiration for the creation 

of the American Le Mans Series. The race was run on 

Saturday the 18th of September 1999 and saw a very 

healthy forty nine cars competing in three classes. The 

prototype class consisted of twenty one entries; there 

were thirteen entries in GTS and fifteen in the GT 

Class. Corvette Racing entered both of their Corvette 

C5R cars for this longer distance 1,000 mile race. The 

#3 C5R (chassis C5R-001) was driven by Ron Fellows, 

Chris Kneifel and John Paul Jr. The #4 C5R (chassis 

C5R-002) was driven by Andy Pilgrim, Scott Sharp 

and Kelly Collins. Olivier Beretta in the #91 Dodge 

Viper GTSR once again took the GTS Class pole with 

a lap time of 1:19.525, the #92 Dodge Viper GTSR 

qualified second with the #3 Corvette C5R third and 

the #4 Corvette C5R fourth. The race saw the Vipers 

dominate taking a clean sweep of the podium and the 

winning #91 finished some eight laps ahead of the #4 

Corvette C5R which finished just ahead of the #3 C5R.

Delays in track construction caused the San 

Diego Grand Prix Association and the American Le 

Mans Series to agree to move the scheduled 7th of 

November season finale to Las Vegas Motor Speedway 

to take place the same scheduled weekend. The San 

Diego Grand Prix remained on the American Le 

Mans Series’ 2000 schedule, but it was moved from 

its original 5th of November 2000 slot to become the 

season opener scheduled for the 27th of February 2000.

For the final two rounds of the ALMS Corvette 

Racing upgrade the engine from the previous 6.0 litre 

V8 to an all new 7.0 litre V8 developed by Katech. 

The new race engine was built from a highly modified 

production-type aluminium block, special competition-

only cylinder head castings, and the most durable 

internals possible. Electronic sequential fuel injection, 

a race-bred camshaft profile, 12.5:1 compression 

ratio, custom Delphi engine management software, 

and a plethora of highly developed support systems 

all added up to an engine package that produced an 

earth-moving 600 horsepower at 7200 rpm and 495 

lb-ft of torque at 5600 rpm with ACO – mandated air 

restrictors in place. Given room to stretch its legs, the 

C5R’s 1200kg mass (more than 200kgs lighter than 

the C5 road car) should now be able to hit speeds well 

in excess of 200 mph. 

The last but one round of the 1999 ALMS 

took place in October at the Laguna Seca Raceway 

between Monterey and Salinas in California and 

Corvette Racing entered the #3 Corvette C5R (chassis 

C5R-001). The Olivier Beretta / Karl Wendlinger #91 

Dodge Viper GTS-R once again won the GTS Class 

with the #3 Corvette C5R of Ron Fellows and Chris 

Kneifel coming home just one lap behind the Viper.

At the final round of the 1999 American Le 

Mans Series now at Las Vegas, Nevada rather than 

San Diego, California, Corvette Racing entered the #3 

#4 C5R at Sebring in 1999. Photo: John Brooks

#3 C5R at Laguna Seca in 1999. Photo: John Brooks

#3 C5R at Las Vegas in 1999. Photo: John Brooks

Inside the #2 C5R at Daytona in 1999. Photo: John Brooks
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three hours because of the persistent oil leak problems. 

The #4 C5R finished down in 46th place but was still 

circulating at the end despite spending so long in the pits 

during the middle of the race.

Pratt & Miller entered their #3 Corvette C5R 

(chassis C5R-001) and Riley & Scott their #4 Corvette 

C5R for the opening round of the inaugural American Le 

Mans Series at Sebring in 1999. This race was the first of 

the series 
founded by entrepreneur Don Panoz; it features 

many of the same cars and drivers that compete in the 

world-famous 24 Hours of Le Mans in France and was run 

under the same rules as laid down by the Automobile Club 

De L’Ouest (ACO). Sebring had been run as a standalone 

race since 1952 and this year was the 47th running of the 

famous 12 hour race. Sebring is run on a 3.7 mile former 

airfield circuit near the small town of Sebring in central 

Florida. Ron Fellows driving the #3 C5R managed to put 

the car on pole in the GTS Class with a time of 2.02.909 

and Andy Pilgrim would start second in the GTS Class 

but with a couple of prototype cars between the two. The 

race on the Saturday started at 10.30 in the morning and 

being a twelve hour race ran on into the darkness of the 

evening so all cars competing needed to adhere to the 

regulations and be fitted with headlights and tail lights. 

The #4 Corvette C5R (chassis C5R-002) of Andy Pilgrim, 

John Heinricy and Scott Sharp crashed out of the event 

after completing 157 laps. The #3 Corvette C5R (chassis 

C5R-001) of Ron Fellows, Chris Kneifel and John Paul 

Jr completed 262 laps and finished fourth in the GTS 

class behind a trio of Porsche 911s the winning margin in 

the GTS class being twenty five laps for the #56 Porsche 

911 Turbo. The only consolation for the Corvette Racing 

team was Andy Pilgrim had set the fastest GTS Class lap 

during the race with a time of 2:05.527 on lap 132.

Corvette Racing didn’t enter cars for the second or 

third rounds of the American Le Mans Series in 1999 which 

were run at Road Atlanta and Mosport respectively.

The fourth round of the ALMS took place at Sears 

Point Raceway which was located to the north of the San 

The first race for the Corvette C5R was the 1999 Daytona 

24 Hour Race which is run annually at the Daytona 

International Speedway a couple of weeks before the 

Daytona 500 NASCAR event. The race is run using 

part of the banked oval and part on the infield circuit. 

The Daytona International Speedway first ran a 24 hour 

race in 1966, having started sports car racing endurance 

events in 1962 – first with a three hour race and then in 

1964 a 2000 kilometre (1220 miles) race. In 1972, for 

one year only, the race was run as a six hour event due 

to the energy crisis b
efore reverting back to the 24 hour 

format in 1973. The race was run as part of the United 

States Road Racing Championship and a wide variety 

of cars competed in one of four classes. The four classes 

were in order of performance Can-Am, GT2, GT3 and 

GTT. A total of eighty three cars were entered for the 

race: twenty-two in the Can-Am class, nineteen in the 

GT2 class, thirty-five in GT3 and the remaining seven 

cars in GTT. The two C5R Corvettes entered by Corvette 

Racing were classed as GT2 entries alongside seventeen 

other cars ranging from the highly professional teams like 

Oreca, Chamberlain and Seikel with two car entries of 

Dodge Viper GTS-R cars and Porsche 911 GT2 through 

to small almost amateur teams running cars as diverse as a 

Mazda RX7 Turbo to an Acura NSX. The Pratt & Miller 

prepared #2 C5R (chassis C5R-001) would be driven by 

Ron Fellows, Chris Kneifel and John Paul Jr. the Riley 

& Scott prepared #4 C5R (chassis C5R-002) would be 

driven by John Heinricy, Andy Pilgrim and Scott Sharp. 

Thursdays’ first qualifying session for the race saw the 

#2 C5R on GT2 Class provisional pole with a time of 

1:48.924 some 2/10ths of a second faster than the lead 

#50 Oreca Dodge Viper GTS-R of Tommy Archer, Olivier 

Beretta and David Donahue. The #4 C5R managed a 

time of 1:50.072 which was good enough third in the 

GT2 class. Fridays’ final qualification session saw the #50 

Viper take the GT2 pole position for the race with a time 

of 1:47.464, with the #2 C5R just behind having failed to 

improve on its’ previous days time, the #4 C5R also failed 

to improve its tim
e but this was still good enough to keep 

them in third place on the grid in the GT2 class.

The race started at the traditional time of 1 p.m. 

EST and for the first two hours the Corvettes were running 

first and second in the GT2 class and were placed as high 

as twelfth and thirteenth overall.  As the race progressed 

into the evening both Corvettes continued to run strongly 

with the #50 Viper taking the class lead and the #4 car 

on same lap and the #2 car third in GT2 a couple of laps 

back. By 8 p.m. the #4 was in seventh place overall with 

the #2 still two laps down in eighth and the #50 Viper was 

now three laps adrift of the GT2 class leading Corvette. 

The #2 C5R took the class lead and held it up until 9.30 

a.m. while running as high as fifth place overall. The #2 

C5R then had to spend 45 minutes in the pits having 

electrica
l problems and an oil leak fixed. Meanwhile the 

#4 car was effecti
vely out of contention having retired

 

to the pits late in the evening and did not return to the 

race until there was about four hours to run. Both cars 

were classified in the race with the #2 C5R being placed 

eighteenth overall and third in the GT2 class – behind #38 

Roock Racing Porsche 911 GT2 and the #99 Schumacher 

Racing Porsche 993 GT2 – despite retiri
ng after twenty 

Chapter 1

1999 – The First Season

#2 C5R at Daytona in 1999, note the Pratt & Miller logo just in front 

of the exhaust exit. Photo: John Brooks

#4 C5R at Daytona in 1999, note the Riley & Scott logo just behind 

the exhaust exit. Photo: John Brooks
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minutes left in the race he brought the car into pit lane 

for a final pit stop which allowed the team the luxury 

of pulling the car into the garage to allow all of the 

mechanics and Ron Fellows to give the car a thorough 

clean before returning to the race for the final few laps. 

This had a perfect symmetry with the 2001 race when 

the team did the same with the #63 car prior to the 

team’s first Le Mans victory. Johnny O’Connell in the 

#63 C6R Corvette took the chequered flag just after 

3p.m. flanked by Julien Jousse in the #73 Luc Alphand 

Aventures C6R. Johnny O celebrated the win in true 

American style by laying down some Michelin elevens 

with a smoky rolling burnout along the start/ finish 

straight before pulling the car off track and into Parc 

Ferme. Corvette Racing’s GT1 racing program had 

finished in the best way possible with a sixth Le Mans 

victory.
It is with huge sadness that this story has come 

to an end with the Le Mans 2009 race for Corvette 

Racing. Corvette C6R and C5R chassis will continue to 

race in both the FIA GT and FFSA GT championships 

in 2009 and possibly beyond and Corvette Racing 

will hopefully continue with their new GT2 Corvette 

in the ALMS and depending on the future of General 

Motors may return to Le Sarthe in 2010. For me the 

GT1 program has held a special place since I first heard 

about it in late 1998 with the SEMA announcement. 

Since that moment I have been an avid follower of 

Corvette Racing and have tried to attend as many races 

as possible and this now includes ten trips to Le Mans, 

four Petit Le Mans, two Sebrings, a number of other 

ALMS races and countless FIA GT races across Europe. 

I have been lucky enough to have access to the garages 

at a number of these races and have witnessed the way 

all of the teams prepare their Corvettes for battle, all 

with great passion, professionalism and dedication.

To all those lucky enough to have witnessed the 

sound of a C5R and C6R at racing speed it is a sound 

akin to hearing a Merlin engine in a Spitfire, or a Rolls 

Royce Olympus powering a Concorde, when you hear 

it again you instinctively know what it is as there is 

nothing else like it.

Le Mans 2009 and Johnny O’Connell does a Michelin ‘11’ Burnout after the race victory alongside the #73 C6R. Photo: Olivier Beroud

#63 Pit Stop Le Mans 2009. Photo: Olivier Beroud
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